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Kaunas is the second largest city of Lithuania. Kaunas Cathedral Basilica of the Apostles St. Peter
and Paul is one of Lithuania’s oldest and largest sanctuaries. Also it is the country’s only gothic
church of basilica form. The building‘s monumental and rather severe appearance is the result of
a mixture of gothic and renaissance architectural traits. In fact, the style of the current basilica is
transitional between gothic and renaissance. Pilgrims are drawn by a 16th century painting of Our
Lady of Sorrows.

Pope John Paul II visited Kaunas and Siluva, the famous Marian sanctuary of the archdiocese during
his apostolic trip to the Baltic States in 1993. The altar of St. John Paul II with His relics is in Siluva.
Pilgrims constantly visit this altar.

During Jubilee of Mercy nuns and lay people are on duty for conversation and pray at the Cathedral
from 14 to 15 pm daily and from 15 to 21 pm - priests for spiritual conversation or confession.


